REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Surgery: Its Principles and Practise. By Various Authors. 
Edited by William Williams Keen, M.D., LL.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of the Principles of Surgery and of Clinical Surgery, 
Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. Vol. I, 8vo., pp. 
983. W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia, 1906. 

This is the first of a series of five volumes in which the 
editor, Professor Keen, with the help of more than three score 
collaborators, has proposed to present surgery as it is understood 
and practised to-day. As one runs over the names of the con¬ 
tributors, from Abbe to Young, if he is at all conversant with 
the men who arc the leaders in the surgical activities and problems 
of the day, lie can but feel that they represent the best which the 
present generation has produced, and one looks forward with a 
confident expectation of value and character in the treatise as 
a whole. The plan of the work and the selection of his collab¬ 
orators is the fruit of the ripened judgment of the veteran 
teacher, author and surgeon, whose name the work as a whole 
must bear. It will remain as a fitting monument to his surgical 
genius and his practical abilities as a man of affairs. May he 
be spared long to enjoy the fruit of his labors and the applause 
and affection of his colleagues. 

A very few transatlantic names are found in the list of 
authors: Bland-Sulton, of London, has prepared the chapter 
on Tumors. His neighbor, Edmund Owen, that on Diseases 
of the Mouth and Jaws. Mayo-Robson, on the Surgery of the 
Stomach, and Moynihan on the Surgery of the Pancreas and 
Spleen, complete the list of English surgeons that have been 
drawn upon. From the Continent, Albert Kocher, of Berne, 
is to deal with the Surgery of the Thyroid Gland, and Gottstein, 
of Breslau, that of the Esophagus. Lannander, of Upsala, pre¬ 
sents Local Anaesthesia and Anaesthetics. This completes the 
tale. It is evident that the treatise will be so preponderatingly 
American, that it will always be considered as such. 

The publishers iu their prospectus promise the appearance 
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of a volume every three months, until the whole work is com¬ 
pleted. It is to be hoped that this assurance will be realized 
in the performance. It will be truly characteristic of cisatlantic 
energy and push, if it is done The reviewer in a moment of 
weakness twenty-seven years ago enrolled himself as a subscriber 
to the series of volumes to compose the Deutsche Chirurgic, 
“ Herausgegcben von Billroth und Lueckc.” The series is not 
completed yet! The volumes continue to come to hand from the 
German publisher at irregular intervals. The title pages now 
bear the inscription, “ Begriindet von Billroth und Lecke." 
Other names have succeeded to the responsibilities of the 
“ Herausgegcben 1 ” Each volume, however, as it has appeared 
has been complete and encyclopedic up to the date of its publi¬ 
cation, and possesses a permanent value as a book of reference, 
if not as a guide to present practice. It is the latter element, 
however, which most appeals to the average American practi¬ 
tioner of medicine. He wants something for his present use 
and immediate practical guidance. In a previous generation 
Gross was the great teacher who personally dominated as a 
teacher of surgery, both in the amphitheater and as an author. 
There was a vigor, a directness, a personality to his great work, 
the two volumes of his system of surgery, that never failed to 
engage the interest and confidence of the reader. No subsequent 
writer has been able to “ bend his bow,” unless it be Fowler in 
those volumes which he left behind him as a record of his energy 
and his enthusiasm. 

The last forty years have produced a scries of most important 
and valuable surgical treatises by American authors and from 
American presses that have in succession well presented the 
conditions of surgical knowledge and practice of their respective 
dates: The International Encyclopedia, edited by Ashhurst; 
the system edited hv Dennis and Billings; the scholarly volumes 
of Agnew; the condensed epitomes of Ashhurst, of Rob¬ 
erts, of Wyeth, of Da Costa and of Brewer; the great 
American text-book edited by Keen and White; the volumes 
of Park and of Warren, of Wharton and Curtis and of Fowler, 
together constitute a body of surgical teaching and prac¬ 
tice of the highest interest and the greatest credit to the 
profession of this country. In the rapid development of the 
surgery of the present, the life of a surgical text-book is neces¬ 
sarily very brief. That publishers, shrewd men of business and 
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well acquainted with the field from which patronage is to be 
obtained, should at such short intervals be putting out from their 
presses such expensive publications as those already mentioned, 
of the recent past, to be succeeded now by such an one as this 
“ Surgery ” edited by Keen, or that which is now disputing with 
it the favor of the profession, the scries edited by Bryant, speaks 
well for the intelligence and enterprise of the medical men of 
the country who are to be the buyers of these expensive books, 
and to whom it is simply requisite that a book should be the 
best and the latest to secure its purchase whatever its cost. 

ihe introductory chapter in this first volume of Keen’s 
Surgery is by James G. Muinford, of Boston, and is entitled 
“ Narrative of Surgery: A Historical Sketch.” It is good read¬ 
ing. Ihe style is animated and the descriptions are most inter¬ 
esting. Hippocrates and Galen receive due mention, and then 
a skip is made over fifteen hundred years to Vcsalius. We could 
wish that this able pen could have said something about the 
Schools of Salcrnum, of Bologna, of Montpellier; of such sur¬ 
geons as Mondcville, de Chauliac, Argelata, Berengarius da 
Carpi, and that he might have gone a little more into detail as 
regards the work which the Arabians did, all in this interval 
between Galen and Vcsalius. The hiatus is loo great. Our 
modern surgeons need to he informed as to the development 
and traditions of their art, and who so well fitted to do it as 
the accomplished and learned author of this chapter? 

1 he remaining chapters of this volume arc devoted, as would 
be expected, to topics pertaining to the Principles of Surgery 
and to General Surgery. A good index closes the volume. 
I he merits of the book arc such as will make one anxious for 
the appearance of its successors. 

Lewis S. Pilciier. 

A Text-Book of Genito-Ukinaky Diseases. By Dr. Leopold 
Casper, Professor in the University of Berlin. Translated 
and edited with additions, by Dr. Charles W. Bonney, of 
Philadelphia. P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., Philadelphia, 1906. 

Doctor Leopold Casper, the author of this treatise, is a rec¬ 
ognized authority on the subject of genito-urinary diseases. He 
is without question an enthusiast on the subject, as all those who 



